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was laid at Bushirel; at this time the Persian navy consisted of fifteen
ships (a few of which were still at Surat or on their way from that place).
Events in 'Oman were now once more to lead to Persian intervention.
After the Persians had, as related in Chapter XVIII, been forced to
retire from Muscat to Julfar in 173 8, the Imam Saif ibn Sultan was supreme
for a time. His licentious ways, however, soon outraged the feelings of
many of his subjects, with the result that in February, 1742, they again
broke into open revolt,2 deposed Saif and conferred the Imamate on his
cousin. Sultan ibn Murshid.8 Saif, as before, appealed to the Persians
for aid, and Taqi Khan sent a favourable reply. The opposition, however,
seemed likely to be strong, because the Huwala Arabs had joined the
supporters of Sultan ibn Murshid.
As the Huwala Arabs had seized Khasab, near Ras Musandam, the
Persian garrison at Julfar marched on the Huwalas there in April, 1742,
and inflicted a crushing defeat on them. Shaikh Rama, one of the prin-
cipal Huwala leaders, was killed in the battle, and over 500 Arabs were
captured.4 On the ioth/2ist June the Persian fleet sailed for Julfar,
carrying reinforcements and stores5 ; but it was not until the following
November that Kalb 'All Khan (who had become Sardar of the Garmsirat
after the death of Iman Verdi Khan) crossed over to the Arabian shore.
He was followed three weeks later by Taqi Khan himself. By this time
the Persian fleet had been further strengthened by the arrival of four
new ships from Surat.
Taqi Khan, on meeting Saif ibn Sultan at Julfar, concluded a treaty
whereby he undertook to restore him to the Imamate if he would, in return,
recognise the suzerainty of Persia. The allies then proceeded to attack
Sultan ibn Murshid and his adherents.6 While a portion of the Persian
army, under Kalb *Ali Khan, laid siege to Sohar, the Beglarbegi and Saif
ibn Sultan proceeded by sea to Muscat, which was still held by partisans
of the ex-Imam.7 The Persian troops were able to go where they wished
in the town, but Saif ibn Sultan refused them access to the forts of al-Jalali
and Marani. Taqi Khan then resolved to get possession of these forts
1 Letter from the Gombroon Agent to London, dated the i8th February/ist March, 1742.
* According to Shaikh Abu Sulaiman (see Guillain, Vol. I, p. 535), the date of Sultan ibn
Muishid's efcyation to the Imamate was the loth Dhul-Hijja, 1154 (i6th February, 1742).
Salfl. ibn Raziq is obviously wrong in saying (p. 145) that Sultan ibn Murshid became Imam
in 1151 (1738/9); it is dear from the Gombroon Diary that the revolution took place early
in 1742, because the Agent of the E.LCo, received a letter at the beginning of April of
that year from the Beglarbegi asking for ships to take troops across to the assistance of
Saif ibn Sultan. See also Otter, Vol. II, p, 163,
•Sultan ibn Murshid's mother was a daughter of Saif ibn Sultan I (Guillain, Vol. I, p» 535).
'Gombroon Diary, igthfeoth April, 1742, Otter, Vol. II, p. 169.
IWi, ioth/2ist June, 1742 ;  Otter, Vol. II, p. 168, says that Taqi Khan, on this occasion,
seat 6,000 men to Julfar in response to the deposed Imam's appeal for assistance.
GtnBain, VoL I, p. 536, Otter, VoL II, p. 163.
Guffiam, VcL I, p. 537.

